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DECEMBER NEWSLETTER 



From Your Executive Director 

Dear AASSA Schools: 

Conferences at a Glance:   Since our September Newsletter, AASSA has held two successful conferences:  the first of which was the 

Governance Conference in Miami which featured John Littleford on topics related to ñStrategies for Dramatic Economic Times.ò  The 

conference had 83 participants (the largest number to date in spite of H1N1 and the last-minute withdrawal of member schools in 

Honduras because of the closure of the country). 

We also held the annual Educatorsô Conference in Santiago in October around the theme of ñLeadership from the Boardroom to the 

Classroomò which had 330 participants.  The conference was very well received, thanks to the great staff of Nido de Aguilas and a 

wonderful working relationship between us.  

 

Upcoming Events:  Prior to our closure on December 11
th
 (reopening on January 4

th
), we will co-host the Latin American Administratorsô 

Conference with Advanc-Ed and the Tri-Association and hold the AASSA Recruiting Fair.  At the time of writing this article, this yearôs 

fair promises to be the largest we have held to date and will be at the Grand Hyatt Hotel in Buckhead.  

Office Move:  Over the upcoming holiday/closure period, AASSA will be moving offices.  The office is currently being built-out to our 

specifications and we are unsure of the exact date of our move.  Once the move is imminent, we will inform all schools of our new address 

and any changes to our phone/fax contacts.   

Purchasing Update:  We have completed the initial programming of our new purchasing software.  Ideal Cargo is now linked 

technologically with AASSA for the first time in our long relationship, newly-formatted purchase order forms have been issued to all 

schools that have been using our service, and two online training sessions have already been held with schools that either purchase or are 

interested in purchasing through AASSA.  School heads have been asked to return signed contracts in preparation for the ordering season 

which starts in January.  (Note:  we will not process purchase orders in December because of our office move and our 3-week annual 

closure).AASSA is also negotiating discounts with each of our major vendors since we placed $2.5 million worth of orders last year on 

behalf of our schools.  These discounts are passed along in full directly to our schoolsédiscounts that you would not be receiving 

otherwise.   Later in the year, I will advertise the discounts that we are able to get our member schools.ðdiscounts that will most likely 

more than pay for AASSAôs service fee! I look forward to seeing those of you who will attend our upcoming events.All the best for the 

holidays and the New Year! Paul



  

Middle School Celebration of the World  
by Jennifer Kagohara & students - MS computer graphic  

by Jackie Gomes   

by Pollo Suarez   

These designs were made by Middle school 

computer graphics students during the 

celebration of the world festival. The idea was 

to have the students reflect on essential 

questions developed in each grade level and 

express their ideas with a composition of 

images using Photoshop. The inquired essential 

questions guided the students to reflect on their 

personal and social identity, interaction and 

influence on the world.  

by Stephanie Averbach   



 

by Paige Geiger - Lower School Principal  

An exciting advantage of a Graded Experience is the variety of multimedia opportunities that enhance learning in the Lower School. Using 

curricular themes as the context and digital media as the mode, the collaboration of classroom teacher and media specialist aims to engage 

students in projects that apply newly learned concepts in a meaningful activity, capitalizing on the social interactions that students seek. 

While students need the content knowledge and the digital know-how, they also need to learn to communicate with their peers to develop 

individual responsibility within the group and to seek consensus.  

Projects embarked on this school year, developed by classroom teachers in collaboration with Tim Brooks, have reached across many 

content themes and incorporated many new skills. Our youngest students in kindergarten have enjoyed the power of digital media. 5th 

graders are learning to control the media to effectively send a message to the community. What follows is a report from our computer lab 

leaders.  

Greetings from the Lower School Computer Lab! As the year progresses we want to give parents an overview of what the kids work on 

while in our company. Our lab is used for several purposes: here students can watch movies, access the internet, record narrations, and use 

a wide variety of software.  

So far this school year: Grade 5 has worked in a variety of animation projects. They molded play-doh to share different cultural aspects of 

Inca Civilization. This  

specific project involved an often huge series of still frames, creating backdrops, sound and video editing. The children used digital 

cameras on  tripods to photograph every frame. Then they downloaded them to their computers and edited their movie with Windows Movie Maker. 

They added Titles, credits and narrated their own soundtracks.  

 

They have also animated short videos using Computer Generated images to portray several respect goals. This built on their prior 

knowledge  and completed their short animations quickly and without help.  

Grade 5 teachers are constantly using their e-beams and laptops in the classroom integrating I.C.T. fully into their everyday teaching.  

Grade 4 has recorded videos sharing Book reviews and information. They have also used different math software for practice and review, 

in addition to work they do in the classroom with lap tops. They have been using Kidspiration as a way to access pre-selected websites to 

help them with their research.  

 



Grade 3 is getting ready to start working on the Oregon Trail, where 

they will take on roles as pioneers and venture West in the US! 

They have also been working really hard on their typing skills with 

Type to Learn and online keyboarding games and self evaluation 

tests. Grade 3 has been using Microsoft word to publish poems and 

learning how to import pictures into word documents. They used 

Microsoft Paint to create symmetrical images when they studied 

symmetry.  

 

Grade 2 has worked on videos and slide shows, even compiling 

pictures they drew using Kid Pix to present a water cycle video 

during one of the lower school assemblies. They are getting ready to 

use software to practice their writing skills and even compose  

their own books. They have used websites and web quests in the  

lab as well as interactive math and video editing software.  

 

 

Grade 1 is using the computer lab more than ever. They enjoy 

drawing in Kid Pix and using different software to work on 

understanding symmetry, and even spelling. A recent project was 

for the children to use a text-to-speech website to add a voice to the 

Aliens they made during Graded Goes Green week.  

 

Classroom teachers are venturing into new areas, using and 

suggesting innovative software which is challenging and fun.  

Patricia Bree and Renata Zeigertôs K5 students created valentine notes.  

These students are quite adept at moving about the keyboard and have  

connected a relevant message to their product. First, using the Kid 

Pix computer program, they each drew a Valentineôs Day design. 

On the following day, they went to the computer lab and each 

recorded their own personal message for their parents. A slide show 

was made and  on Valentineôs day we e-mailed this unique gift to mom and dad. This  

was a new experience for our 5 year-olds and they truly enjoyed the 

thrill of the whole process, creating, recording their voices, hearing 

themselves in school and later seeing it all come together at home 

on their family computer.  

Adding to our technology hardware this year, projectors and e-

beams were installed in each 1st, 2nd and 3rd grade classroom. 

Teachers are now making full use of their new projectors and 

software to make computer learning teacher friendly and interactive.  

You can see all this work by heading to www.graded.br and then 

clicking on community log in. Once you are logged in, click on the 

link in the left hand bar entitled LS Lights! Camera! Action!  

With warmest regards, Tim Brooks and Mariana Pedro -LS 

Technology Assistants  



Jazz Festival  
by Daniel Lins da Silva - 11th Grade  

Due to the global climateôs recent habit of morphing seasons 

together around the region of São Paulo, I have had few real 

indications that summer is coming to a close and giving way to 

autumn. One of them is the fact that the last of Marchôs 31 days has 

passed. Although I canôt say that I miss the daily rainfall made 

famous by Tom Jobim, I have at least one good reason to look back 

longingly on the third month of 2009 (and look forward to 2010): 

my second time attending Graded Schoolôs annual Jazz Festival.  

 

From the first performance to the last, everyone participating in the 

Festival was completely intoxicated by music. It was omnipresent, 

in the form of exercises, warm-ups, scales, clinics, and, of course, a 

lot of practice. As always, the schedule was demanding, but the 

activities were as rewarding as they were exhausting. This trend 

permeated the Festival, thanks to the superb professionals who, on 

March 5th, 6th and 7th (and, unprecedentedly, on the 9th too) came 

in to work with musicians from Graded School, the American 

School of Brasilia, and the Campo Alegre School in Venezuela. As 

they have for years, some of the best jazz artists from Brasil and the 

United States spent most of their waking hours between Thursday 

afternoon and Saturday evening teaching us as much as they could, 

giving us the opportunity to learn first-hand from their exceptional 

skills and immeasurable knowledge.  

 

As one of the three student drummers at the Festival, I spent most of 

my time being taught by Christiano Rocha, from São Paulo who has 

been a drumming professionally for over 20 years. Off the drum-set, 

heôs friendly and completely unassuming. At first, he may even 

seem a little shy, but this notion gets blown away when he starts 

playing. When the clinicians first jammed together on Thursday 

afternoon to kick off the Festival, Christiano stood out immediately. 

He mixes Brazilian and traditional jazz rhythms into his own style, 

which involves a vast array of grooves and complex syncopation. 

When comping, he is discreet, but he is never overpowered by any 

of the other musicians; instead, he dialogues with them through 

tastefully placed fills and accents. When soloing, he goes from 

explosive patterns on the toms to quiet hi-hat rolls in a single solo, 

and makes it all fit together perfectly.  

 

Of course, even though I primarily worked with Christiano, I was 

still very much in contact with all the other musicians who came to 

work with us during the Festival. It was great to see familiar faces 

belonging to the guys Iôd met last year: Djalma the guitarist, 

Paulinho on trombone, Edinho on piano, Bruno on the bass, and of 

course, the legendary saxophonist/flautist/multi-instrumentalist 

extraordinaire Paul Contos, who flew in once again from US. 

Getting feedback (and the occasional exhilarating compliment) from 

them all has been invaluable to my development as a jazz musician. 

The fact that most of the jazz band have worked with these guys 

before only made the experience more unique, as Paul and the 

others have a frame of reference in which they can better assess our 

abilities, and in that manner figure out what aspects of our playing 

need to be worked on the most. After my second time working with 

them, I feel like these guys have become real friends to me and the 

Graded Jazz Band, and they are a very significant influence on how 

we sound today.  

Just as exciting as reuniting with previous clinicians was meeting 

new ones. Christiano himself was a newcomer to the Jazz Festival. 

It was great to have Louis Fasman around as he really strengthened 

the trumpet section which, this year, also included Sidmar, an 

extremely skilled young Brazilian player. The saxophone classes 

were also completed by the expertise of Brad, an American living in 

São Paulo who, along with Paul, gave our sax section tons of useful 

advice.  



 

The two visiting schools, EAB and Campo Alegre, also contributed 

to the Jazz Festival experience. Not only did we learn from the 

experienced band directors, Vadim Arsky and Mark Pihhowich, 

who play saxophone and bass, how we also learned from the solos 

and musical interpretations of the students themselves. We also now 

have friends in Venezuela and Brasilia to keep in touch with!  

Compared to last year, Iôd have to say that the 2009 Jazz Festival 

was packed, not only with more people than the previous edition, 

how also with more activities. And in this case, quantity and quality 

made a joint appearance that worked out fantastically and improved 

on my past experience. I now find myself anxiously awaiting next 

year, so I can again take part in the musical treasure chest which is 

the Graded Jazz Festival; and as this article comes to a close, I 

cannot finish without thanking everyone who helped with the 

organizing of the festival. I particularly want to thank Mr. Stange 

and Lika who, with their dedication, good will and multiple talents 

(among them, photography, and a very underexposed proficiency at 

the clarinet), give life to all the band activities, and give all the band 

people so many things to look forward to each year.  

 
Photos by Lika Kishino & Arisa Usuda   



Vita Consisto Carmen  
by David Kern - 11th Grade  

Words seem to fail tremendously sometimes. They seem to 

be unable to convey my thoughts and feelings, leaving my heart 

stranded and motionless, three steps from an abyss of emotions, just 

waiting to engulf me in its darkness. Yet, Iôll still attempt to 

describe the indescribable, the experience that made us understand a 

culture we barely knew, shedding tears as we parted. An event 

which took us all by surprise, a breath-taking festival only 300 

people truly understood. AMIS changed my life. Forever.  

After a painful period of recording audition tapes that never seemed 

perfect enough, we were awarded the pleasure of knowing the 

results. In total, ten of us were accepted: four from the choir and six 

from the band. Unfortunately, three band members could not join 

us, for one reason or another. So we went: a group of seven 

students, two teachers, and three parents to a city we knew very 

little about: Doha, Qatar. After a tiring twenty-one hour flight 

(including airport layovers), we arrived. Tired and sleep-deprived, 

we got our first impression of the metropolis. Itôs a rich city, no 

doubt, and its Arabic culture impressed us to a great extent. From 

the moment we stepped out of the airport to the moment when we 

stepped out of a cramped bus and into the hotel, we were awe-

struck. The city, even in the darkness of dawn, was gorgeous, 

beyond any of our wildest dreams. The architecture so new and 

daring, so spectacularly fictional, was impossible to believe. But we 

saw it with our own eyes. And Iôm pretty sure I wasnôt dreaming.  

The first dayconsisted of sight-seeing: a thirty million 

dollar Islamic Art Museum followed by a four-hour tour around the 

city. We were exhausted, but the desire to establish a connection 

with the culture proved greater, and we managed to stay awake the 

entire day. And let me tell you, it was worth it. We saw ancient 

paintings, a life-sized Qurôan, scimitars beyond our comprehension, 

a huge soccer stadium, a city being built over the sea, and, of 

course, the traditional Souq. It was an amazing day. I was allowed 

the pleasure of relating to a culture I rarely experience at home, 

discovering new things every step of the way. It was truly 

extraordinary.  

After our day sight-seeing, the festival started: incessant playing for 

at least six hours a day, for three days. I admit it was intense, but the 

event was irreplaceable. I was surrounded by seventy-nine other 

people who were amazing players. Mistakes were rarely heard and 

the beauty of the music we were able to reproduce was astounding.  

At one point, we were rehearsing a song entitled 

ñCajun Folk Songs IIò, in two movements: the first, slow, the 

second, fast. In the first movement thereôs an English Horn solo.  

Unfortunately, we didnôt really have an English Horn. Hence, the  

first Alto Saxophone took the solo. When he blew that first note, my  

head turned and my jaw dropped. It was probably one of the most 

beautiful sounds Iôve ever heard, coming from a saxophone being 

played by a guy about my age. It was indescribable. Immersed in 

the music, I sat there, listening intently while he played on. I was 

completely absorbed.  

The next day we had a combined rehearsal with the Honor Choir, 

for the Finale weôd perform at the concert. The power of their 

voices was overwhelming. I was appalled. In fact, when they 

chanted their first ñMusic makersò, I literally jumped from my seat 

and turned to see two hundred choir people staring at me. Or rather, 

at the band. It was amazing. Simply amazing.  

The final day was the concert. All 

of us brought our clothing, all of us rehearsed the whole day, all of 

us waited patiently, all of us performed. And it was in that 

performance that stood the highlight of my trip. I was performing 

beautiful music with people from all over the globe, people Iôd met 

only three days before. We came together as a group of eighty band 

students, so united we could almost predict each otherôs mistakes. 

Added to that, was the choir, so powerful in its music it led us to a 

universe I never knew existed. I was drugged with a mix of 

emotions, high on true love. There is no mistaking it, that night was 

among the best of my life. I was engulfed by the music, surrounded 

by it, in a mad chaotic frenzy, trying to grasp every moment, yet 

knowing that I could not. That night, I was born. That night, I lived. 

That night, I died  

 

........... 

............. ................... 



NEW TRICKS:  Literacy Consultant Visits Lincoln Elementary School 

Kelly Howes 

Itôs not that I am such an old dog.  Letôs just say that I have reached a certain level of maturity.  I have, along the way, assembled a modest 

collection of old teaching tricks.  Most of them still work pretty well.  But as the spouse of someone whose employment requires frequent 

and sometimes rather radical (geographically, if not otherwise) transitions every few years, I often find myself in re-examination mode.  

Perhaps change should always be embraced, but it can be wearying. 

After three years in Lisbon, Portugal, where I very happily taught second grade for three years at the Carlucci American International 

School, I moved to Buenos Aires, Argentina in August of 2008.  A year later, I accepted a position as a third grade teacher at the Lincoln 

Elementary School.  I returned with great excitement to the classroom.  Then I remembered what it is like to start a new teaching jobðno 

matter what, no matter where. 

You spend the first few months in survival mode, acquainting yourself with everything from curriculum, colleagues, and administrators to 

coffee makers, copiers, and fire drill protocol.  You lay the ground work for a classroom community and environment that you know will 

eventually take on its own shape and character from the needs, delights and challenges of the children in your care.  You make a lot of 

discoveries and mistakes and you begin to see what needs to be done. 

My own transition to a new country, school and classroom was certainly eased by the patience and kindness of the people around me.  

Everyone was welcoming and helpful.  In the end, though, it came downðas it always mustðto me and what I could make of what I 

found here.  That process, of course, is more daunting than figuring out the recess duty schedule.  In my case, the most significant 

challenge proved to be the organization of my language arts block, those precious ninety minutes or so in which I wanted and needed to do 

so much.   

At the beginning of the current school year, Lincoln adopted a new literacy program (Harcourtôs STORYtown), and with that step began a 

period of transition not just for me but for all of the elementary school teachers.  Many of them are ardent practitioners of the reading and 

writing workshop format as articulated by literacy guru Lucy Calkins and the fine folks at Columbia Universityôs Teacherôs College.  

Several have attended TC summer sessions in New York.  A major focus of this school year has been to forge a comfortable blend or 

meshing of these two programs, which are basically compatible in terms of educational philosophy. 

Like most educators, I am very familiar with Calkinsôs work, and Iôm a longtime devotee of the workshop concept.  I have always tried to 

apply its principles to the greatest extent possible in each unique setting.  As a world wanderer who has taught children at many grade 

levels, abilities, and language and cultural backgrounds, the idea of meshing comes naturally.  So do all those aforementioned ñold tricks.ò  

Still, in this particular place and time I found myself in need of a new vision. 

Toward the end of September, help arrived in the form of literacy consultant Liliana Zecker, an associate professor at Chicagoôs De Paul 

University.  Liliana spent only a week at our school, but her visit provided both a platform for practical advice and an occasion for 

reflection.  For me, this combination of the mundane and the cerebral was especially fruitful. 

On the first day of Lilianaôs week at Lincoln, she met with grade level teams to explore their particular concerns and determine where she 

could best assist us.  At a full-staff meeting that afternoon, she explained that she had come with no particular agenda.  She brought a 

willingness to help and a wealth of experience, not to mention a firm grounding (including formal training) in the Teacherôs College 

program and a familiarity with STORYtown.  I came away from that relatively brief chat with at least one nugget of insight:  the best 

teachers, she said, have an ñeclecticò approach.  They are always incorporating the best of what they have learned and know into literacy 

practices that are customized to serve the children currently at hand.  I could recognize my own ñmeshingò approach to teaching in that 

description. 

As the week wore on, Liliana employed a hands-on approach that included much interactive observation and co-teaching in our 

classrooms.  Substitute teachers were provided to ensure that each of us had time not only for meetings with Liliana but to visit the 

classrooms in which she was working.  Thus I was able to watch how she conducted writing conferences with third graders, editing 

sessions with first graders, and book group discussions with fourth graders.  For me it was especially enlightening to note her preference 

for ñrovingò conferences that are brief but very specifically structured. 

Eventually I had an opportunity to meet with Liliana in a small-group setting to discuss my most pressing concern: how to manage my 

language arts block so that it blends the best elements of the reading/writing workshop methodology and the resources of the schoolôs 



chosen literacy program.  More specifically, how could I ensure that all of my students were engaged at all times in productive activities, 

particularly during those periods when I am working with guided reading groups. 

Lilianaôs advice was concrete and easy to implement.  In fact, I had a new approach up and running the week after her visit, and it has been 

(after a few tweaks here and there) working well ever since.  Liliana suggested that I try a system of literacy centers designed to be 

ñrelevant to instruction;ò that is, reinforcing the skills and strategies being covered during mini-lessons and other direct instruction.  These 

centers could, for example, employ the students in independent grammar, spelling, and listening comprehension activities supported by the 

texts, workbooks and other resources provided through STORYtown. 

I quickly realized that adopting this model would allow me to re-order my daily classroom schedule.  The pre-lunch half-hour previously 

devoted to skills work could be given over to science and social studies lessons, while the later period freed up by that change could 

become our new writerôs workshop.  Suddenly it seemed that I would have more time in the day to cover my curricular goals. 

The new structure that I have implemented in my classroom is not yet perfect, but it is better.  On Monday, I lead my class in a whole-

class, shared reading activity that sets themes and strategy focuses for the rest of the week.  For the next three days, my students are 

engagedðthrough our literacy centers--in skills, listening, independent reading, or partner reading activities while I meet with small 

groups or individuals.  Friday is set aside for celebrating finished work or for special literacy activities, which allows me a share of the 

flexibility and spontaneity I have always cherished.  Meanwhile, curricular targets are being met, and my students are generally productive 

and (usually!) happy learners. 

Educational consultants are not always greeted with the highest level of enthusiasm.  Most teachers dwell on the edge of overwhelmed, too 

busy with the urgent concerns of the classroom to think about big or even medium-sized changes.  It may seem tiresome to worry about 

new tricks, which sometimes bear a suspicious resemblance to the old ones.  In my case, I had certainly I had heard about literacy centers 

before, and even used various forms of the same concepts in the past.  But something about Lilianaôs presence in our midst spurred me to 

look at things through a different lens.   

My questions and concerns were probably nothing new to Liliana, who is after all a teacher of teachers.  Nevertheless her responses were 

delivered readily and with measured thought and sympathy. Most important, they were easily implemented, with clearly evident benefits 

and results.  I am grateful to have had the opportunity not only to transform my daily teaching practices in some practical ways, but to see 

myself as someone who is still up to a few new tricks. 

 

Looking for some TLC?  Youôll find it at CIPLC 

by Alycia Owen 
 

What do you get when you take twenty-six CIPLC students, some teachers, bus drivers, security guards, and parent volunteers and mix 

them with the residents of a local facility for homeless teens?  TLC! Thatôs Teens L inking Communities, our new service learning club 

established to build relationships between our school community and local partners.  I am proud to work with this group alongside several 

dedicated faculty members; Francia Montenegro, Stacy Schneider, Jordana Scheer, and Arsenio Toledo.  This team facilitates TLC events, 

as well as elementary school outreach activities for a local senior center, Casa de los Abuelos. 

 

It was just a year ago that a team of six students and three faculty members spent a day conducting a needs assessment at La Finca, a farm 

located about an hour from our school where we had heard of some teenagers who were trying to make a home for themselves with the 

help of two adult caregivers. They were brought together under the auspices of ABANSA, one of Venezuelaôs charitable organizations. 

Our small group came back to CIPLC with a long list of needs, but more importantly, we now knew the names of boys whose story we had 

heard and returned with a desire to do something more.  ñI felt connected to them more than I ever imagined,ò commented Adam Gordon, 

class of 2009.  So, we planned several successful events over the course of last school year in which our students built relationships with 

our ñLa Finca boys,ò as they are affectionately called.   Nobody wanted the journey to stop there, so it was decided that we would 

formalize our efforts and establish a service learning club as soon as we returned from summer holiday.   

Less than a quarter into this very busy school year, we were able to report that we had done just that! The enthusiasm of students, faculty, 

and parents was evident from the day flyers were distributed asking interested middle and high school students to sign up for a service 

learning club. At the time, our club didnôt even have a name, just a lot of people willing to reach out to our community. 



This willing spirit has gathered momentum and first semester has been filled with activities.  In September, we traveled back to La Finca 

and hosted a morning of games and sports, prepared lunch, and worked side-by-side with the residents to assemble a bookshelf, fill it with 

books, and sketch preliminary plans for a future mural that, as art teacher Ms. Scheer points out, ñwill have a little something personal 

from everyone,ò and will become a permanent spot of beauty at the farm.  Spanish teacher, Mr. Toledo, and I, couldnôt help but reflect on 

our observations during the bus ride home.  We were amazed at how the CIPLC and La Finca communities blended together so naturally.  

Faculty members, our steadfast parent volunteer, Ms. Willett, and students from grades 6-12 combined their unique skills and effort to 

make the day a huge success.  Our security guards and bus drivers also pitched in more than their share, helping to carry supplies and even 

jumping in with some impromptu volleyball lessons.  Just ask club member, Lauren White, ñIt was awesome!ò 

The trip only served to inspire the students further and they embarked on an ambitious plan to make November ñTLC Monthò at CIPLC.  

Each week offered a different activity to raise awareness about the club and to bring in much-needed funding for our future projects.   Our 

plan is to not only make some improvements in the living quarters at La Finca, but to help the boys and caregivers build and stock the 

chicken coop they hope will give provide a  sustainable source of food and income.   

As our club name implies, we plan to venture out into other communities in the future.  For now, though, La Finca is at the center of our 

attention.  A wonderful partnership has grown between our two groups and we are eagerly anticipating our upcoming Christmas party, co-

hosted by NHS, where the La Finca boys will join us for dinner, gift-giving and games before sitting down to enjoy the Elementary School 

Christmas Concert.   

We look forward to providing updates to the AASSA community about our ongoing service learning efforts and wish you a Happy New 

Year from CIPLC! 

 

 

CIPLC High School Students Visit the Highest Waterfall on Earth 

By Steve Owen 

Each September, students at Colegio Internacional Puerto La Cruz participate in the EdVentures program, CIPLCôs ñclassroom without 

wallsò program. For the 2009 trip, 33 high school students and six faculty chaperones flew to the small town of Canaima to visit one of the 

most striking landscapes on the planet, the tepui formations of the southeastern Venezuelan highlands, including a visit to the worldôs 

highest waterfall, Angel Falls. 

 

Tepuis are gigantic outcroppings of stone that soar hundreds of meters upward from the surrounding land. Rain collects into ponds and 

short-lived rivers on top of tepuis, which eventually reach the edge and produce the spectacular waterfalls that can be found along their 

flanks, such as Angel Falls. It ñfallsò from a section of Auyan Tepui, which is actually a huge complex of tepuis that are part of a single 

massive geologic formation. Overall it is more than 1 kilometer above the surrounding land, and Angel Falls plummets 976 meters from its 

outflow point to the stones below. 

Angel Falls drains into the Churun River, one of the so-called ñblack riversò that run through South Americaôs rainforests. These actually 

have a color like strong tea, the result of rain percolating through thousands of hectares of fallen leaves which decay over the course of 

months. The tannins leach into the water, giving the ñblack riversò their appearance. Also, there are smaller but still very interesting 

waterfalls next to Canaima, as well as other geologic formations in the area. It is a unique and fascinating environment. 



The trip upriver to reach the camp below Angel Falls gave the group an opportunity to become acquainted with their guides, the expert 

rivermen of the indigenous Pemon people. The group also learned about some of the difficulties faced by the ñPemonesò, as they are called 

in Spanish. Tourism is the heart of the local economy, as people from all over the world visit Canaima to see the natural wonders nearby. 

The number of Pemon-speaking people is well below 20,000, and most of those using Pemon exclusively are of the elder generations. To 

an extent, young adult and juvenile Pemones still use their native language, but it is often mixed with Spanish in casual conversation. 

Government officials, tour company operators, and the merchants who supply the town with its basic goods are nearly all Spanish 

speakers. Also, most tourists use Spanish, English, or another non-indigenous language, meaning that economic opportunities are strongly 

linked to becoming conversant in those languages. There have been efforts by the community to preserve the distinctive customs and 

language of the Pemon people, but the powerful influences linked to accommodating visitors for a living, as well as centuries of linguistic 

dominance by Spanish and Brazilian Portuguese, have resulted in undeniable pressure upon native cultures. 

The CIPLC students enjoyed a brief but very rewarding trip, which was both intensely physical and awe-inspiring. It offered a rare 

opportunity to connect a real-life experience with the lessons they had learned in their science and history classes, and all agreed that the 

EdVentures trip to Angel Falls would be a source of memories for their entire lives. 

 

 

Angel Falls, Venezuela 

 

 

 


