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From Your Executive Director 

 

News from the AASSA Board of Trustees: 

At December’s meeting of the Association, Bill Pearson (Curitiba, Brazil) was elected to the Board of 

Trustees.  At a subsequent meeting of the Board, the following officers were elected through next 

December’s meeting: 

Philip Joslin, President 

Susan Williams, Vice-President 

Steve Herrera, Secretary 

Bill Pearson, Treasurer 

 

On behalf of the board and myself, I would like to thank Craig Johnson for his support of AASSA and for 

his service as Treasurer.  We wish him well in Mumbai as he returns to the country of his youth.   

I would like to also especially recognize and thank Bill Johnston for his four years of service to the AASSA 

Board as President and, in his final year, as Past-President.  I am deeply appreciate Bill’s dedication to 

AASSA and his crucial role in supporting me as I worked “to rebuild the airplane while flying it.” 

 

International Educational Leadership Award: 

AASSA gives an annual award to the individual who, in the opinion of the Board, best represents 

the following qualities and endeavors: 

Leadership for learning--creativity in successfully meeting the needs of students 

in international schools 

Communication--strength in both personal and organizational communication 

Professionalism--constant improvement of administrative knowledge and skills, 

while providing professional development opportunities and motivation to others 

in the field of international education 

Enhancing AASSA--significant contributions to AASSA as an international 

organization 

 

 

 

 



 

This year’s recipient was our own Dr. William Scotti, the U.S. Department of State’s REO 

to Latin America.  Congratulations on your well-deserved recognition, Bill. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Margaret Sanders Scholarship Award:   

   

 

This yearôs recipient of the Margaret Sanderôs Scholarship Award for his dedication to and 

embodiment of service to his school and community is Ho Dong Chyung from Graded School in 

Sao Paulo, Brazil.   

While all of the applicants for this yearôs scholarship were highly involved, community-minded, 

and clearly superlative students and individuals, Ho Dong stood tall on the shoulders of his 

peers.  He is not only a fine scholar as one of the two top students in his class, he is the captain of 

the basketball team, as a student council member in Grades 9 and 10, a leader in the FALA 

Program which teaches English to underprivileged Brazilians, a student of Jiu Jitsu, and a 

musician.  Heôs more than that:  he created Basketball Cares, a program through which Graded 

students teach basketball to orphans and children from troubled families; he teaches a Graded 

bus driver English (Mario, the bus driver provided a beautiful recommendation letter which 

highlighted this young manôs compassion and caring).  Heôs not only a musician in two bands at 

Graded, he also was selected by the Association of Music for International schools to play in 

their honor band in Doha after only 6 months as a slide trombonist! 

I have not met Ho Song Hyung, but his altruism, sincerity and compassion literally leap off the 

pages of his own writing and that of his references.  Perhaps what also set him apart was the 

following line from one his teachers:  ñIt must be said that Ho Dongôs economic profile does not 

at all match with the norm of the school.  He, along with his sister and parents, live very 

modestly, and his father is a recent Korean immigrant with a small business importing and 

exports textilesé Perhaps that is why his flame burns so brightly; he knows how lucky he is. 

And thus endeavors to share his good fortune with others.ò    

Congratulations, Ho Dong, from AASSA. 



Purchasing Service Update:   

We are in the process of formalizing standardized discounts with our vendors.  Many vendors 

will give a guaranteed discount (which we pass along in full to the schools) because we order in 

bulk and they will periodically have special promotions to those with whom they do substantial 

business. The following vendors have agreed so far to set discount rates in spite of the amount of 

goods being ordered by an individual school: 

 

Vendor                                                                                                  Discount 

ATD-America 10% 

Barnes & Noble 20-25% 

Carolina Biological  10% 

CDW 5% 

Delta Publishing  10% 

Demco  15% 

Discount School Supply  15-20% 

ETA Cuisenaire  6-18% 

Flaghouse  10% 

Follett net cost 

Harcourt  25% 

Lakeshore Learning 10% certificate for subsequent order  

 & free shipping to Miami for orders of $500 or more 

McGraw Hill  25% 

Nasco 5-10% 

Pearson  25% 

Scholastic 30% 

School Outfitters  SPEND $500.00 OR MORE $50.00 CREDIT 

School Specialty  10-12% 

Sundance - Newbridge 20% 

Wards 5% 

 

 

AASSA-M! AASSA Math League All Call   

Matthew Kaun 

 

Looking for a new way to engage your best High School math students? Would you like to see 

your school's top scores displayed online so you and your students can quickly compare their 

scores with other AASSA Schools? Have you thought about introducing math contests in your 

school, but didn't want the added pressure of writing contests and solutions? 

 

This is the first year Nido de Aguilas has joined The Math League (www.themathleague.com 

http://www.themathleague.com/


  

), a company that provides 6 rounds of pristine high school math contests with fully-worked 

solutions for an entire school year, for $100 U.S. plus shipping. Each of these 30-minute contests 

will fit easily into a High School Lunch or activity period, and they are easy to mark - answers 

are right or wrong; perfect papers earn 6 points, 3 correct answers earns 3 points, etc. 

 

Competing through The Math League could be an easy first step towards creating an AASSA 

Math League. Possible subsequent developments might include middle school competitions, 

elementary school competitions, enhanced communication, exchange, and professional 

development among AASSA math teachers and departments, and possibly destination math 

tournaments. (See www.ismtf.org 

  

- International Schools Mathematics Teachers Foundation in Europe) 

 

If this sounds interesting to you, and you'd like to have your students try one or two of these 

contests, or if you have questions, please email Matt Kaun at aassa.math@hotmail.com (please 

include the name of your school). Those schools who would like to join The Math League for the 

2010-2011 school year can do so in August/September, 2010, then let the competition begin! 

 

 

 

Upcoming Conferences: 

 

Business Managers: (Also Designed for: Heads of School, Directors of Admission, 

Alumni and Development Officers, Communications and Marketing Staff, and 

Administrative Assistants)  

 
Registration is now open for the conference to be held from July 18 ï 21 at the Marriott Residence Inn 

in Aventura (Miami). The topic of the first two days of the conference is Strategic Marketing for 

Schools to be facilitated by Dr. David Willows.  

Please see the detailed conference program and register online at: www.aassa.com/BusinessCon.asp 

Governance Conference for Heads and Board Members: 

This yearôs Governance Conference in Miami will start with a one-day Pre-Conference on 

September 23
rd

 intended for both board members and heads of school.  The Pre-Conference is 

designed to provide an interactive overview of the best practices and effective workings of 

school boards.  As such, the dayôs program is especially appropriate for (a) board members or 

heads new to their role, (b) anyone serving on a board never having undergone formal training, 

http://www.ismtf.org/
mailto:aassa.math@hotmail.com
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/ASegura/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/AASJXO1Q/www.aassa.com/BusinessCon.asp


(c) any new board-head teams, and (d) everyone involved in board governanceéfor the learning 

never ends! 

The main conference, which begins on the evening of September 23
rd

 and runs through the 25
th

, 

will focus on the topic of strategic marketing and is entitled To Market We Go.  Our featured 

consultant will be Ms. Christina Drouin. 

Detailed conference information and our online registration site will be posted in early April.  

Stay tuned!  

 Educators’ Conference, Campinas, Brazil: 

AASSA, as a result of surveys to heads of school and in consideration of our own annual calendar is 

events, is shifting our main annual Educatorsô Conference to March/April instead of holding the 

conference in October.  So our next conference will be held in Campinas, Brazil hosted by Escola 

Americana de Campinas.  The Pre-conference days will be March 30 & 31; the Main Conference will be 

held from the evening of March 31 through April 2, 2011. 

The conference will be designed around the theme ñEducating the 21
st
 Century Learner:  Connecting 

Kids to the Future.ò  We have an impressive line-up of keynoters and institute leaders thus far.  Among 

them are:  Pat Bassett (who will facilitate a two-day institute for administrators), Yong Zhao on 

globalization, Margaret Maclean (Professional Learning Communities), Doug Johnson (a two-day 

institute for librarians), Ian Jukes (on technology), and James Strong and William Johnson (on teacher 

evaluation).  

There will also training sessions offered by the College Board in two AP subjects areas, NWEA MAP 

training,  a CIS college fair followed by a day-long institute for college admissions counselors, and a 

one-day training by SACS for QAR accreditation training for administrators.  

Teacher and exhibitor workshop presentations will be solicited prior to the end of the current school 

year. 

We look forward to what should be an interesting and relevant conference in Campinas! 

Emergent Literacy Website Update: 

As part of an OSAC grant to AASSA, Keren Soriano at Graded School in Sao Paulo is 

undertaking research on Preventing Reading Difficulties: Early Identification and Intervention in 

Multilingual Classrooms.  An eventual product of the grant for the common good of schools 

worldwide is the creation of a compendium of research and tools on the AASSA website for 

building firm foundations in language and literacy. Please go to 

www.aassa.com/literacy/index.htm to access the siteôs development thus far.  

 

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/ASegura/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/AASJXO1Q/www.aassa.com/literacy/index.htm


UAS Economics and Finance Class  --  “From the Crisis to the Classroom”  

Tom Oden, Uruguayan American School 

 

 

The signature event of 2008 was the worldwide economic crisis, which impacted the lives of 

nearly everyone on the planet.  During the fall of 2008, John Younger had a front row seat, in his 

position as the Head of Debt Capital markets for the Royal Bank of Canada in New York City.  

According to John, ñIt was an incredibly demanding and challenging time; more importantly it 

was also the type of event that forced my colleagues and I to reflect, not just about the business 

essentials, but also about purpose and what we were doing.ò   

After living through the event, Younger and his wife, Annette, decided to pursue a long-term 

dream of spending the year in Uruguay.  Mr. Younger was able to receive a year of absence from 

his job and the family moved to Montevideo. In the days before school started, I was fortunate 

enough to have a conversation with John where he asked ñIs there any way that I could help the 

school?ò  I probed a bit and he said, ñYou know, I would like to be able to share with young 

people my experience.  Not only the technical financial things that happened, but also the related 

ethical and social challenges.ò  We had a HS elective class in Economics that was unfilled; 

therefore, within hours, John was a UAS employee and working on his syllabus.  Seven students 

were part of the initial class --  Rebecca Barreto, Kathryn Hardin, Lucas Martinez-Acha, Natalie 

Ohayon, Anni Pesonen, Christian Schmidt and Karl Toot.  

The year-long course is divided into two parts.  The first is a traditional look at key topics in 

macroeconomics and microeconomics.   The second draws on Youngerôs work experience and 

involves a unique opportunity.  To make the course more realistic, he offered to fund two 

$10,000 stock portfolios.  The class was divided into two teams.  Any losses would be absorbed 

by Mr. Younger, while any profits would be donated to charity. 

According to Younger, he taught the students the ñPeter Lynchò method of selection.  ñThe 

students picked from stocks listed on the Standard & Poorôs 500 index and chose based on their 

knowledge of how the companies were performing in a real world setting.  For example, one 

team chose Apple because they respected the quality of the product and knew all their friends 

were buying iPods.  They chose from a variety of industries and sought out a degree of 

diversification by picking approximately 10 stocks each.ò  



Both teams have turned out to be stellar stock pickers as evidenced by the fact that one team is 

up 21% and the other up 19%, all while the S&P 500 is up 10%.  In other words the studentôs 

portfolios have outperformed the market by 10%!  This performance is also equivalent an annual 

return of 80%.  

At the start of the year, the students decided they would donate any profits to charity at the end 

of the year. But given the significant market gains so far, the students have decided to donate 

$4,000 (80,000 pesos) to a local Uruguayan charity at the end of SEM 1.  In addition to being 

able to serve the local community, the gifting decision also turned out to be a way for students to 

leave about non-profits, how funding decisions get made and how the effectiveness of various 

charities is analyzed. The organization Reaching U  (  web address ) came to UAS to educate the 

students on different local projects that they could consider for their donation.  In the end, they 

chose an organization called, "Madres de la Cruz", which teaches disadvantaged kids in a local 

neighborhood.  The $4,000 will go toward paying the full salary for a teacher for one year. 

Economics and Finance is fast becoming a very popular course.  Grade 12 student Kathryn 

Hardin initially signed up to round out her schedule, but has found it to be something more.  ñI 

love the way we are able to study economics, which I have always considered a mysterious 

subject, in a hands on manner through Mr. Youngerôs career experiences.  And, I look forward to 

the first 5 minutes of class, when we check our stock portfolio.  We were leading for 2 months, 

but Dell Computer killed us.  Now, our hopes are riding on our investment in potash.  I didnôt 

really know what potash was before, but now I am becoming something of a fertilizer expert.ò 

Hopefully the UAS students will be just as successful in the second half of the year and will have 

the opportunity to find another project to donate to.  Mr. Younger is researching the emergent 

presence of GINs in international schools to determine whether the hands-on aspect of this class 

can have application beyond Montevideo to the challenges of the future. 

For more information about the course, please feel free to contact Mr. Younger: 

jyounger@uas.edu.uy 

 

 

 

mailto:jyounger@uas.edu.uy


Humanities from the Communication Perspective 

by Shawn Allen, CIPLC, Puerto La Cruz, Venezuela 

Carried out in a grade 6 classroom by Shawn Allen (Humanities), Yolibe Cowie (ESL), Terry 

Thomas (Library)  

   

As an English teacher at heart, I had always approached Social Studies from a literary vantage 

point. I would use carefully chosen class sets of fiction and non-fiction books to read, discuss, 

and then connect to geography and history topics. This year, with a wider range of reading lexile 

levels in my class I looked at the merging of Social Studies and English in a new way and 

decided to approach Humanities from the communication perspective.  

Starting with each required area of study for Social Studies, I used research-based projects to 

delve deeper into that topic, and then asked students to present, in both oral and written 

presentations, their findings as ñexpertsò in a specialty area.  In keeping with our schoolôs 

mission,  I was determined, every step of the way,  to focus on helping students become better 

written and oral communicators as well as more responsible global citizens.  In order to meet the 

diversity of needs within the classroom, I had to create a highly individualized system, targeting 

each studentôs strengths and weaknesses.  

Our social studies topics for the year were the ancient civilizations of China, Greece, Rome, 

Japan, North Africa, East and West Africa, and the Central/South American trio of the Aztecs, 

Incas and Mayans.  For each topic, students were required to take notes while reading the 

corresponding textbook chapter and while watching a movie related to the topic. Then, each 

student chose a ñspecialtyò within the larger topic, based on those notes as well as on individual 

interests.  After approximately a four-week period of in-depth research at the library and on the 

Internet, each student had to create a list of at least five reliable resources, 10-15 strong, specific 

facts, and five vocabulary words with examples. This information was converted into 

presentations in various formats that included both written and spoken components.  

During the entire year, the librarian worked closely with me and my students in order to facilitate 

good research skills. This support included finding excellent websites and multimedia support 



for each topic; guiding students in finding information in books and determining Internet source 

reliability; note taking and creating bibliographies.  

The formats for each presentation were chosen in order to develop research skills, speaking 

skills, higher order thinking skills, and both group and individual work skills. Here is a synopsis 

of the yearôs progression.  

China:  

Project description: Poster or model created by a group of three students; individual reports  

Skills taught: Looking beyond the obvious-what it means to become an "expert" on a subject  

Focus: used this project to gauge research literacy  

Greece  

Project description: Optional individual poster or model;  mandatory written research paper  

Skills taught: I-search process  

Focus: organization of ideas  

Rome:  

Project description: Each student wrote a historical fiction picture book; average length for the 

books was more than 2000 words each- based on the model ñA Kid in King Authorôs Courtò  

Skills taught: literary elements and communicating effectively using voice  

Focus: using voice and good supporting facts and details  

Japan:  

Project description: two class newspapers set in ancient Japan-individually written articles and 

other elements of a newspaper such as ads and classifieds were created by each student as 

assigned and then compiled and formatted by an editor  

Skills taught: journalistic format vs. report writing  

Focus: strong supporting details  

North Africa/Middle East Islamic Empires:   

Project description: Small groups competed to create (entirely in class) a themed hotel or EPCOT 

type park that was authentic to the culture and environment of this period. They then had to 

create a model and a multimedia presentation of their idea that was judged by a staff committee. 

Each student submitted a written summary of the proposal as well.  

Skills taught: accuracy of facts supported by quoting of sources, oral presentation and persuasion  



Focus: effective word choice, and group planning and cooperation  

African Kingdoms of the East and West Coasts:  

Project description: entire class collaborated to create a booth for the schoolwide international 

festival showing the contrasts between the cultures of people groups in East and West Africa, 

and highlighting the customs and history of major people groups of each. Each student submitted 

a written ethnography about a chosen people group.  

Skills taught: communicating learning to a larger audience completely unfamiliar with the topic; 

anthropological aspect of history  

Focus: clear visual, written, and verbal messages  

Aztecs/Incas/Mayans:   

Project description: Three teams were each assigned one of these three ancient cultures to defend 

and a staff mentor to guide them in research. The culmination of the project was a monitored 

debate between the three groups about which civilization/culture was the ñmost importantò, 

accompanied by a persuasive paper written by each student about the same  

Skills taught: considering multiple perspectives for purpose of debate  

Focus: purpose of writing, depth of research, group cooperation, application of all the 6+1 traits 

of writing  

Throughout the year and across topic areas, differentiation had to be an overarching priority. 

This happened within the context of individualized weekly spelling lists created for each student 

from his/her weekly journals and writing assignments. Also, as I graded those same journals and 

writing assignments I made lists of recurring grammatical errors for each student. Along with my 

ESL co-teacher, using these grammar lists, we created targeted grammar review packets for each 

student along with small instructional groupings that met weekly for more detailed grammar 

explorations.  

In addition to the reading comprehension associated with the research process, reading skills 

were also addressed through more direct instruction. Students were allowed to choose their own 

books for free reading time in class and for the required out of class reading. One journal entry 

per week, out of three, required students to analyze or discuss in-depth a certain aspect of the 

book they were currently reading, such as comparing and contrasting two characters or 

evaluating multiple conflicts and how they were resolved. The topics were not announced ahead 

of time and when a student appeared to be struggling with comprehension, we used weekly 

library time to guide that student to books at a more appropriate reading lexile. Students who 

chronically struggled with the written analysis of their book, even after this guidance, were given 

one-on-one attention during in-class silent reading time that included reading aloud to an adult 



while implementing decoding strategies for unfamiliar words, and practicing multiple reading 

comprehension techniques.  

After approaching Humanities in this manner, I am thrilled with the enthusiasm of the students 

and the progress in all areas of communication skills that I saw. MAP test scores in the area of 

reading improved, the percentage of incomplete assignments decreased, and student curiosity 

was so high that students were in the classroom even during breaks and lunch searching for more 

information and sharing ideas. Take a look at our class webpage to see more examples of student 

work,   

http://sites.google.com/site/globaladventurersproject/ . In the years to come, I hope to continue to 

build on this practice.     
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DRAMATIC PLAY 

By Sieneh Wold 

 

Carla Mosquera, Briant Garc²a and Ryan White enjoy lolling in the ñgrassò as the three billy 

goats Gruff. 

Itôs a typical day in my kindergarten class, students indulge in dramatic play.  Carlaôs ballet 

slippers trip across the sturdy wooden table óbridgeô.  Snarling and snorting Fabrizio, the troll, 

scrambles out from underneath shouting, óIôm going to eat you!ò  It is Fabrizioôs first full 

sentence in English.  He shouts it with confidence and considerable volume, and the classroom 

audience applauds wildly. 

Dramatic play, as most kindergarten teachers and Early Childhood Educators are aware, is an 

invaluable tool for language acquisition and development.  Too often, as we push our young 

students to read and write, we lose sight of the importance of ñplayingò with language. 

Therefore I was delighted by Bill Scottiôs opening remarks at the AASSA-sponsored conference 

on Emergent Literacy in Sao Paulo, Brazil (August, 2009) when he exhorted teachers to ñmake 

learning fun.ò   

I was enthralled by Lucy Crichtonôs presentation at the same conference.  Her presentation, 

ñRhythms in the Round ï Circle Time for Young Learners,ò held us spellbound. Using props, a 

musical instrument, and a simple piece of cloth, she acted out a simple story, transforming the 

conference participants into an old woman, a mouse and even the family cat.  

In an age of teacher accountability, and testing we must not forget to encourage and celebrate the 

sense of wonder children feel as they become the troll and get a chance to shout, ñIôm going to 

eat you!ò 



AP visit to the Pan American School in Porto Alegre, Brazil 

Dr. Michael Hogan, Deputy Director of the Advanced Placement (AP) University Recognition 

Program for The College Board, recently paid a visit to The Pan American School in Porto 

Alegre, Brazil to visit several universities and the Secretary of Education for Rio Grande do Sul.  

The overall purpose of his visit was to promote the AP program to universities located in Brazil.  

While Brazil is home to numerous universities and colleges, it was not one of the 27 countries 

from the Americas who formally have recognized AP courses.     

 

From left to right:  Ms. Helena Mattos (Head of Department), Mr. Alexandre Rodrigues Soares 

(Technical Advisor), Mr. Jeffrey Michael Jurkovac (PAS Director), Dr. Ervino Deon (Secretary 

of Education for Rio Grande do Sul), Dr. Michael Hogan (Deputy Director AP Programs), Mrs. 

Maria Ilma Volkmer (Director of Brazilian Programs). 

During his visit to Porto Alegre, he was accompanied by Mr. Jeffrey Michael Jurkovac, Mrs. 

Maria Ilma Volkmer, and Ms. Carolina Barboza to visit the most prestigious universities located 

in Porto Alegre including the Federal University of Rio Grande do Sul (UFRGS), The Pontifical 

Catholic University Catholic University (PUC), and Ritter dos Reis University Center 

(UniRitter).  Dr. Hogan was kind enough to provide a brief workshop to our high school students 

concerning how to respond to a college application writing prompt.  He further held a workshop 

for The Pan American School staff about writing letters of recommendation for students who 

desire to study abroad.    

Each university visited showed great interest in the AP program and are currently studying how 

they can recognize such courses.  UniRitter has already accepted to recognize AP courses and 

thereby becomes the first institution of higher learning in Brazil to establish official ties with the 



College Board in the United States.  We are hopeful that many universities throughout Brazil 

will continue to follow their example.   

The universities we visited learned that it was a win-win situation to formally recognize students 

who have successfully completed one or more AP exams.  Our high school students benefit by 

being offered a more rigorous, college preparatory program in areas of interest.  This is due in 

part because AP courses challenge our best students to complete college level work while still 

pursuing their high school degrees.  On the other hand, the universities benefit by admitting 

better prepared freshman students who have demonstrated their ability to complete college level 

work and challenges.  Dr. Hogan further explained to the university Deans and the Secretary of 

Education that in exchange for accepting AP credit and/or giving special recognition to these 

students, they would appear on the College Boardôs web site with a link to their home page.  This 

will help promote their educational programs in two ways.  First, they can attract students from 

the United States and beyond who are pursuing a more economical four-year college experience 

in Brazil.  And secondly, any Brazilian student receiving an AP scholarship could choose to 

spend that money at any AP recognized college or university throughout the world.     

While The Pan American School (PAS) has just recently begun to initiate an AP program, we 

recognize that offering challenging courses and experiences for our students is the exact 

direction we want to be heading in.  And with the availability of most AP courses on-line, we are 

able to offer our students exactly what they are interested in studying at a much more in-depth 

level.  Guided by Dr. Hoganôs suggestions and expertise concerning how to extend the AP 

program at our institution, we are certain it will continue to grow and prosper.  With more 

universities throughout the world accepting this type of credit, academic excellence in our school 

and throughout Brazil will continue to improve.   

Photo taken at The Secretary of Education Building in Porto Alegre, Brazil on November 19, 

2009. 

Written by:  Jeffrey Michael Jurkovac 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Calling all AASSA member high schools!  Join us in San Jose, Costa Rica 
for the third annual Intercollegiate Environmental Congress (ECO3) May 29 

and 30
th

, 2010 at AASSA member school, Lincoln School. 

  

%#/ ÉÓ #ÏÓÔÁ 2ÉÃÁȭÓ ÌÁÒÇÅÓÔ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÃÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÆÏÒ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÉÖÁÔÅ ÈÉÇÈ 
school-aged students and their teachers.  This annual event, now in its third year, is the 
leading initiative in the country to educate students about pressing environmental issues 
and provide tools to the students to take meaningful action.  This year, an invitation to 
attend is being extended to high schools throughout Central and South America. 

ECO focuses particularly on the issue of climate change, providing students with a 
worldwide overview of the issues facing our planet and then emphasizing action that can 
be taken in the homes, schools and communities of the attendees.  4ÈÅ %#/ ÍÏÔÔÏ ÉÓ Ȱ4ÈÉÎË 
'ÌÏÂÁÌÌÙȟ !ÃÔ ,ÏÃÁÌÌÙȱ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÃÕÓ ÏÆ %#/ σ ÉÓ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÁÃÔivism. 

The two-day ECO Congress is completely free to the student and teacher participants, 
keeping world-class environmental education accessible to all interested high school 
students and teachers.  This gratis event is made possible through financial underwriting, 
in-kind goods and services and volunteer organizers. 

ECO3 features three components:  

1. Student exhibition - ÏÆ ÐÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅÓ  

2. Programming consisting of :   

a. Speakers who are leaders in environmental and climate change education  
b. Dynamic activities and workshops to promote peer to peer interaction and 

further student education 

3. Special Events  
4.  Seed Money GrantsɂAwarded to student groups who submit a worthy idea for an 

environmental project to be executed in their community or school over the course 
of the following year. 
 

For more information on EC03 and to fill out the form to attend, please visit 

http://www.lincoln.ed.cr/eco 

 

http://www.lincoln.ed.cr/eco


 

 



 

 

 

 



A Closing Thought 

Over the past two months, we have all witnessed the devastation of two of our member countries 

by powerful earthquakes. It is tragic times that bring people together, and there has been an 

outpouring of assistance both personal and financial for Union School in Haiti and for education 

in general Haiti, This week, as Nido de Aguilas remains closed, there is a collective sigh of relief 

that there was no loss of life in the school communityébut this is against the backdrop of a 

national catastrophe and an ever-rising death toll. 

Our thoughts are with those who are struggling to clean up, rebuilt and go forward doing the 

selfless work of educating others. Itôs clear we need to take the potential for such emergencies 

with the utmost of seriousness and plan accordingly. Itôs also clear to me that we need to pass 

through this life with an air of gratitude for what we have and with a spirit of caring not only of 

our own well-being but also for the well-being of us all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


