
The Year So Far… 
 
As I look back from the mid-point of our “academic year” at AASSA, I am amazed at 
just how much has been accomplished in less than 6 months.  We have held three 
successful AASSA conferences (Business Managers in July, Board & Heads’ 
Governance Conference in September, and the Educators’ Conference in October in Rio) 
and held the Latin American Administrators’ Conference in December in Orlando 
(equally organized and contributed to for the first time in its history by AASSA, the Tri-
Association and SACSCASI).  We also held the largest recruiting fair in AASSA’s 
history with 38 schools and 110 candidates in attendance.  In an effort to gather 
information both for our own planning and the benefit of our members, a membership 
survey was conducted as was a comprehensive Salary and Benefits Survey.  
 
These public events, however, are the proverbial tips of a much larger iceberg of activity.  
Behind the scenes, there has been a huge amount of effort that has gone into updating our 
systems to that we can maximize our own efficiency and best serve our members schools.  
We have not only upgraded communications and computer systems, we have also 
changed banks and are in the process of installing a new Quickbooks-based financial 
system.  It is my goal to turn the financial tide to the positive and it is my hope that these 
changes will be fully effected early in 2008.   
 
Change has also occurred in the staffing of our office.  As you are all aware, Alex Segura 
replaced Lissette O’Hagan, Esther Nicolau is now sharing the role of Program 
Coordinator and has attended international conferences for the first time this year, and 
Arianna Durbeej is replacing Carmelita Boursiquot as bookkeeper from mid-December.  
 
At the Board of Trustee level, we have proposed an updated Constitution to the 
membership and developed a Board Policy Manual based on the Carver Model.  We held 
sessions starting in February 2007 to these ends and, in doing so, essentially redefined 
AASSA’s mission and ends policy as a service organization.   
 
Our membership has grown to 50 schools, with some members who had left our 
organization returning and with some upgrading their membership from Invitational to 
Full Member status.  A Membership Directory has been produced and will be distributed 
at the December conference.  Any school desiring membership in AASSA must now 
complete an application form and submit relevant documents, and all requests for 
membership from now on will be decided by the Board.  
 
One of my goals is to visit all of our member schools over a four year period.  I have 
visited seven of our member schools in Brazil to date and, while there, worked on ways 
in which AASSA’s procurement and shipping service could better serve our schools in 
Brazil.   
 
Our next conference event is to be held in April in Santa Cruz, Bolivia.  It is my hope that 
as many of our member schools as possible will support our spring conference which will 



host a 2-day pre-conference of AP subject trainings followed by the three institute strands 
comprising the conference: Information Technology, Literacy, and Counseling.   
 
As I look to the second half of the year, a major goal is to begin to overhaul the AASSA 
website and to continue to develop mutually beneficial links with other organizations in 
addition to planning next year’s events.  I plan to attend the VANAS Conference in 
January, visiting a number of our schools in Venezuela with a stop in Curacao on the way 
home.  In April, I will head to Bolivia and Ecuador and perhaps beyond in an effort to 
visit member schools following the Spring Conference. 
 
I wish you all the best as you head into the Christmas break and 2008 and look forward to 
working together in the new year. 
 
 
Reminder of Annual Office Closure 
 
This is a reminder that the AASSA office will be closed for three weeks from December 
15- January 7, reopening on the morning of January 8th.   
 
 
Paul Poore 
Executive Director 
 
 

AASSA GOVERNANCE CONFERENCE 
 
 
 
 
On September 27 and 28th AASSA conducted another successful school head-board 
member conference in Miami.  There were 41 in attendance representing 22 schools in 
the AASSA Region. 
 
The program included two outstanding consultants with a full program which the 
participants had been able to select the topics.  Patrick Bassett, President of the National 
Association of Independent Schools presented Strategic Indicators, Exceptional Boards, 
and the School of the Future.  The second consultant was Marc Frankel of Triangle 
Associates of St. Louis who presented Trends and Global Conundrums for International 
Schools, Hot Topics, and Strategic Thinking and Strategy Making. 
 
Special guests were Dr. Ernie Mannino, Dr. Keith Miller, and Dr. William Scotti of the 
Office of Overseas Schools. 
 
This Governance Conference continues to be an important activity for our member 
schools.  PLAN NOW TO BRING YOUR BOARD MEMBER NEXT YEAR.  It is 
always valuable for board members to interact with their peers. 



 
 
 
 
 

RIO DE JANEIRO CONFERENCE A HUGE SUCCESS 
 
 
 
The Rio de Janeiro Teachers Conference held October 17-20 was more than successful!  
Approximately 480 educators were in attendance which included two pre-conferences as 
well as the two day major conference.  Our consultants and presenters were outstanding;  
the hotel food, meeting rooms, and service were more than adequate;  and the 
professional commitment of participants all made for a valuable learning experience for 
all. 
 
Very special thanks must go to the Escola Americana do Rio de Janeiro and to Nancy 
Holodak who was the conference coordinator.  Also, special thanks to our 23 vendors for 
their wonderful support!  Not only were they present but several of them sponsored 
specific activities which helped make the conference even better. 
 
AASSA Executive Director Paul Poore with his keynote address deserves applause as do 
his staff members Esther Nicolau, Alex Segura, and Max Tudor.  Consultants and 
presenters Linda Bersinger, Bonnie Campbell Hill, Rachael Kessler, Nancy 
Updegraff,and Vicki Lein were appreciated by all in attendance.  A special thank you to 
Craig Johnson for his inspiring last day keynote address. 
 
Over 100 teachers gave workshops and presentations which speaks well for all our 
teachers in AASSA.  Therefore, special thanks to the following:  Liza Baker, Lauren 
Luken, Rodrigo Bottura, Mimi Bertrand de Tornquist, Clint Moore, Diane Freitas, Carlos 
Schroeder, Jason Woznik, Corey Watlington, Chris Bowditch, Bryan Williams, Jeri 
Pollock, Ana Catalina Romero, Barrie Pinto, Matthew Epler, Silvia Brozzon, Lilian 
Gonzalez, Shellee Hendricks, Alissa Davis, Linda Salter, Solange Lewis, Ana Lucia 
Arani, Carla Ramalho, Julie Million, Shawn Horst, Rosa Maria del Busto, Carolina 
Boettner, John Koski, Noah Bohner, Beth Marincucci, Simonne Guiherme, Melissa 
Daniels, Ana Melo, Debbie Peter, Chris Kuczynski, Bridgette Fincher, Silvana 



Meneghini, Carlos de la Sobera, Derek Kensinger, Rick Vezzoli, Gwendolyn Anding, 
Terra Kinnan, Jean Schramm, Priscila Torres, Gracinha Gaunt, Dulce Silveira, Carmen 
Maia, Barbara Berthelsen, Teresa Gonzalez, Gabriela Velasquez,  Maria Carazo, Luiza 
Maia, Julie Simpson, Francesca McNally, Gilles Buck, Annibal Bogliaccini, Isabel 
Vilches, Sandra Bodini, Merise Carvalho, Daphne Hobson, Maria Lesser, Amy Zimmer, 
Natalia Pierola, Julie Savage, Julia Weiss, Rocio Mendoza, Reada Glitman, Penny Souza, 
Bernardo Redro, Vania Delcourt, Priscila Mancuso, Rodrigo Infantozzi, Shaysann Kaun, 
Denise Bussinguer, Jason Scoles, Tara Burch, Jason Dillon, Kerem Soriano, Silvana Gili, 
Andrea Buffara, Luis Mello, Anne Bradley, Geogory Hines, Paula Lenz-Cesar, Amy 
Frederick, Joan Buenaventura, Paula Montecino, Travis Temple, Karina Copland,  
 
 
Katheryne Ghinaglia, Nan Shorey, Mike Schramm, Mike Allen, Rosa Davis, Florence 
Duarte, Mary Sa, David Bair, Prisilia Torres, Daniel Megarity, Ma. Luisa Killer Rojas, 
Brad Blackburn, Kathy Vance, Sonia Jannuzzi, Dulce Simas, Patricia Carmo, Rossana 
Manso, Keren Soriano, Silvana Gili, Andrea Buffara, Ana Ma. Artiagoitia, Rosemary 
Fatta, Marlene Oehlke, Krisitin Page Botelho, Kart Suple, Mark Anding, Carolina Jarpa 
Albornoz, Alicia Margarita Freyre Gomez, Rafael Gonzalez Acosta, Michael Branco, and 
Mark Page-Botelho.   
 
The above valuable teacher presentations were appreciated by attendees and AASSA 
salutes all of them! 
 
 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 

MathCounts  
 

 
 
 
 
 
MathCounts is a math coaching and competition program for U.S. middle school 
students.  It promotes student interest in math by making math achievement as 
challenging and prestigious as a school sport.  In fact, it is as exciting as an Olympic 
event, where the brightest and the best from the schools all over the U.S. and U.S. 
territories, Department of State-assisted overseas schools and Department of Defense 
schools compete to earn the privilege of representing their state at the National 
Competition in May. 
 
The coaching sessions begin early in the school year and involve more that 500,000 
students annually.  After local and state competitions, the top four scorers in the 
MathCounts State Competitions from among the Department of State competing schools 
earn the right to represent the Department of State at the National MathCounts 
Competition.  The coach of the top scorer is selected as the Team Coach.  These 
individuals receive an all-expense paid trip to compete in the National competition, which 
was held this year in Fort Worth, Texas from May 10 – 13, 2007.  The Department of 
State team consisted of the following students:  Justin Cho and Kevin Liou from the 
Taipei American School in Taiwan; Smriti Sridhar from the International School Manila in 
the Philippines; and Minjae Lee from the Singapore American School in the Republic of 
Singapore.  The team coach was Esther Wong from the Taipei American School in 
Taiwan.  
 
To obtain more information regarding this program you can go to www.mathcounts.org 
or contact Dr. William Scotti, MathCounts Coordinator for the Department of State, by e-
mail at ScottiWH2@state.gov.  In his absence, please contact Cheri Avila, Program 
Analyst, at Avilaca@state.gov.  



Two Overseas Schools Principals Receive  
National Distinguished Principals Awards 

 

  
  
The National Association of Elementary School Principals (NAESP) and the U.S. 
Department of Education have once again sponsored the National Distinguished 
Principals Award Program.  This award recognizes outstanding educators who ensure 
that children acquire a sound foundation for lifelong learning and achievement.  Each 
year this program honors outstanding elementary and middle school principals from 
each of the fifty states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, Department of Defense 
Schools and American overseas schools assisted by the U.S. Department of State.   
 
This year the two award winners from Department of State-assisted schools are Judy 
Beneventi, director of the Early Learning Center at the American School in Japan in 
Tokyo, and Carmen Sweeting, elementary principal at the International School of 
Caracas, Venezuela.  Judy received her Bachelors degree from Carroll College in 
Montana and her Masters in Educational Administration from California State University, 
Northridge.  She taught in Montana as well as in Australia and Peru before going to 
Japan in 1988.  She was a teacher and administrator at St. Mary’s International School 
in Tokyo for four years, and then joined the faculty of the American School in Japan as 
member of the school’s administrative team.  One of her colleagues described Judy as 
“seeing the strength and passion of every teacher and allowing them to lead initiatives 
for the improvement of curriculum and instruction at the grass roots level.”  Another one 
of her references, who is a school board member, wrote that Judy is “an outstanding 
leader drawing strength from her convictions and remaining focused on what matters for 
children.” 
 
Carmen Sweeting is a graduate of the Université de Marseille in France and the 
Universidad Catolica Andres Bello in Venezuela. She received her Masters and 
Educational Specialist degrees from Nova University in Florida and completed the 
Principals’ Certification Program at the College of New Jersey.  She is a trained 
psychologist and has worked in the field of psychological services both privately and in 
schools in Florida.  Carmen joined the International School of Caracas as elementary 
school psychologist in 1991 and has also served as the acting superintendent.  In 
addition to her current responsibilities as elementary principal she is also the assistant 
superintendent.  Carmen was described by one of her colleagues as having a “nurturing 
and caring nature which makes her approachable at all times for either professional or 



personal advice.”  Another reference describes Carmen’s greatest strength as “her 
genuine interest in the emotional well-being of each member of the learning community.” 
 
Judy Beneventi and Carmen Sweeting, along with the other honorees, received their 
awards on October 19, 2007, during a formal banquet and award ceremony at the 
Capitol Hilton Hotel in Washington, D.C.  During this banquet U.S. Department of 
Education Deputy Secretary Mr. Ray Simon presented each honoree with a certificate 
and an engraved bell.  The festivities also included a reception on October 18, 2007, in 
the US State Department’s Diplomatic Reception Rooms which was hosted by the 
Department of State’s Assistant Secretary for Administration, Mr. Rajkumar Chellaraj. 
   
Connie Buford  
Regional Education Officer  
US Department of State  
tel: 202-261-8226 or 261-8211 
fax:202-261-8224 
bufordcw@state.gov  
 
 
SANTA CRUZ CONFERENCE CANCELLED 
 
By now all of you are aware that our April 2008 conference in Santa Cruz has 
been cancelled. Sometime in the future we hope to hold a conference  
in that beautiful city with the assistance of The School Director Bill McKelligott. 
We apologize for any inconvenience this cancellation may have caused. 
 
 
 
 

Special thanks to Dr. Bill Scotti of the Office of Overseas 
Schools for his support of AASSA. 

Without his assistance we could not accomplish our objectives. 


